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Kalven:

During200?.to,2004citizensfiled 1€,15Ocomplaintsof

Corntschallenging excessive
force. 18 werefollowedthroughwith a suspension
repofiers'privilege longerthan7 days.99.8%werenotfollowed
through
(l onti nued .from Buck Page
than sev€ral buildings on the eve
of destruction. For him, it was a
place where he already had
numerous ties and connectiorls,
and it was also wherc he and a
colleague rvould evcrtually set
up a websile called viewfromthegrouno.com.
The site would serve as a blog
to report and d@ument stories on
the condition ofpublic housing in
Chicago. Frustrated by mainstream press coverage of the
issue, Kalven sought to immerse
himself in the commuDity and
report from the ground up, a technique ru€ly used in conventional
jowalism.
"What we did instead of criticizing ths coverage of public
housing by th€ press, we did primary reponing," Kalven said.
"Nobody expects this sort ofstuff
to come out of a place like
Stateway, md the intemet allows
a kind of strategic access to decision makers."
The website would not only
b€come Kalven's vehicle for
exposing what he calls sevse and
serious humm rights violations,
but the source of his md his subiects' ongoing legal battles.
The basis for the controYersy,
however, doesn't have as much to
do with the allegations of police
misconduct, but Kalven's rather
complex motives and his claim
that handing over his rotes would
severely hmper his ability to do
the type of embedded work he
does.
"We don't coDsider this to be a
reporter's privilege case," said
Jennifer llo),Ie, spokessoman lbr
the C'ty of Chicago's Law
f)epanment. "Jarnie Kalven is
listed as a witness for Diane
Bond, he is not acting in this
resp€ct 6 a reporter, that's the
whole point ofour subpoena. He
has become intimately involved
with this case beyond what you
would nomally
see from a
reponer"
Hoyle said the city is pursuing
his notes just 6 they would those
of any other witness that has
infomation p€ninent to a cse.
Although Kalven has already
delivered a four hour deposition
to the city, Hoyle said he has not
completely c@perated.
'We think it's relevmt, to the
extenl that he has infomation
regarding statements made by
other witnesses that may not be
consistent with what they are now
saying," Hoyle uid.
The city is norv appealing a ruling by Magistrate Judge Arlander
Keys that the subpen4 was loo
broad. Because of Ke1,s' daision,

Symphony:
Audiencemixed
on contibutingto
classicalmusic
Continued.fromBack Page
"l think I hear enough of cell
phones ev€ry day other than
coming to a concert to hear cell
phones," White said.
Prior to the concert. Freemil

Com intsof ill larrest
Com intsof i
lsearches
intsof excessive
force

661
3,837
5,358

In the last 5 years,662 officershad 10 or more
compfaints
- 5%of policeforce
L8,O77
From20O2to 2004 the city investigated
7,864 name
allegations
of misconduct,
of thosecomplaints
the 662
offenders.
Josh Covarrubias,/The
Kalven has not kad to fomally
claim reporters' privilege, a legal
mmeuver that asserts the press'
riBht to gather infomation freely
under the lst Amendment.
If Kalven des, however, he
may have difllculties due to m
opinion three yeils ago by U.S.
7th Circuit Court Judge Richdd
Posncr that vinually eliminated
any rights ganted to reponers in
lllinois, Wisconsin and lndima.

reveal sourcesor provide information in the federal7th Circuit.
Now Pallaschsaid the opinion is
being used by cities and govemmentsto club joumalists into testirying and revealingsources.
"They figure their role as zealous advocatgsis just to try any
tool they'vegot. and now here'sa

"... He is not acting in this
fespecl (E a rcpofter, lhql's
the whole point of our subReportcrsPrivilege
poena. He has become inlimttely ittvolved wilh this
Posner's opinion originated case beyond whal you would
Sun-f
imes
fiom a case involving
normally see from a
reporter Abdon Pallasch.
rcporter,"
Pallasch and oth€r reporters
were interviewing, for a book, m
FBI mole who had successfully
infiltrated the lrish Republican
Amry, a tenorist group. '[he ntole
was a key witness tbr lrish prosecutors charging the Sroup's
leader, Mickey McKevitt. On the
eve of the trial, McKevitt's aftorneys heard about the book and
inteniews Pallasch had conducted and filed suit in the U.S. ?th
Circuit ccun to obtain notes and
r€cordings of iDteryiews.
Pallasch said he was r€ady to
go io prison for not giving up his
materials. But when his lawyers
told him that by rel'using the
Posner
order, Judge Richrd
would write an opinion that could
later be used against him and
other reporters, Pallasch gave up
the notes md recordings.
"We think it's over, the wont is
the
done, we short-circuited
whole procass so there's not going
to be any opinion that comes out
because the qse is over," Pallach
remembered thinking. "Much to
our shtrck md horcr chagrin, two
out
of
months
later, from
nowhere, Posno issues this oPinbeneht
of
briefs
ion without oy
or oral ilgments."
Posn€r's opinion eradicated ily
protection joumalists have to not

told audience members lhe idea
for such a pi€ca originated
while he was in an airport in
Prague. He said he noticCd passengers all around him making
final phone calls before boarding the plane and realized the
"miracle" of this modem technology.
"[Maestro Freeman] saw all
these different people on cell
phones and kind of how intrusive it was, but also [saw] in a
way how it connecls people to
each other," flirsch said.
Freeman collaboraied with
Baker on the idea, who finished

*Jenn ifer Holle, spokeswoMn
lor the Chkogo D.pe.ttEnt eI
Ldw
new tool they cm use," Pallasch
said."lf it goesinto fedemlcourt,
it's openseasonmd sure,why not
try to get everything they can
from thejoumalists,which is kind
of sad."
Although no one cm speculate
on the city's motivesfor pursuing
Kalven'snotes,Kalvenmd others
believeit may haveto do with the
fact that he is m independent
jomalist with a self-professed
"humanrights activist"title.
Lucy Dalglish,executivedircctor for the Repo(e.s Committee
for Freedomofthe Press,basedin
Arlington,Va.,saidKalven'smultiple roles as r€porter,jomalist
ild witness,akin to that of a citiren joumalist, make it complicated to d€temine his intentionsfor
writing the storiesin question.
Dalglish mentioned independent joumalist Josh Wolf, who is
cunently in jail for refusing to
hand over footage of a protest he
shot
wherc
d€monstrators
attemptedto set a Sm Frilcisco
Dolicecaron firc. Shesaidthe cirregilding Wolf ild
"um.tmces
for
writing
"Concertino
Cellular Phonesand Symphony
Orchestra" about a month ago,
tlirsch said.
O'Keefe
Attendee Erin
agreedthatthe originalityofthe
performance correlated well
with the way cell phoneshave
evolvedin our society.
"l do think that it is relevant
to our l i m e the m i x i ng of
somethingthat's classicaland a
foundationof our society,plus
som €t h i n g !i k e c el l phones l
that we all use," O'Keefe said.
According to Hirsch, tbe
Sinfonietta'smission is to try to

cases are similar
Kalven's
because there ile questions surrounding their intentions at tlre
tim€ oftbeir respective events.
"One ofthe rcsons a reporter's
privilege is conveyed by many
courts is to protect the independence ofthe media ability to gather
and repon news,'' Dalglish said.
"lf you have someone there who
is clearly on one side or the other,
the need to protect the independence ofthe media is obviously not
6 great."
Legal battles like the one
Pallasch faced md Kalvcn is currently tacing may play part in
what Kalven calls "the self-censorship of the mainslrean press."
Ite said when viewfromtheground,com began, his intention
was to report on topics like Public
housing md police misconduct
that ile often covered in a traditional way that prevents the stories fiom being effcctive. when
starting the sile, Kalven said the
distribution list was carefully created to have it sent out to many
top oflicials and community
organiations throughout the city
to directly point out Problems to
the right p€ople.
on
of the reporting
"Most
police nisconduct cces is essentially reporting on trails, and that's
typ€ of reponing,"
a particulil
Kalven said. "This is reporting
that's coming from the ground,
it's coming fiom the actual sening
that the alleged abuses took place.
It's an dea where the institutional
press, the dailies, hc really failed
to covef,"

Gitirenloumalign
RichardRoth,associaledeanat
the Medill School of Joumalism
at Northwestem Universilv said
mounting legal struggles over
infomation md souces shouldn't
deterjoumalistsfiom reportingon
stories they might run into troubl€
broaden perceptions of how
classicalmusic should be Performed. The group often tries to
incorporatediverse additions to
their perfomances, like playing
with a steel drum ensemble or
addingvisual aids to concerts.
"IAn orchestra] becomes
classical at the point that it
plays repertoir€ that came out
ofclassicalmusic,"Hirsch said,
"but the instrumentsare capable
of playing really anything,
aren't tbey?Part of our mission
is to ... stretchth€ bo'indaries
of how people p€rceiveclrusical music by doing pieces very
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for.
"There's no reasoD to won)
about subpoenas and getting
sued - let lhe lawyers worn'
about that," Roth said. "lfyou'rc
ajoumalist. go do thejob... I don t
thiDk it's a question oi self-censorship, I think it's a question o[
lazy reporting or alternativcl)
paying att€ntion to the wrong
stu fL"
Roth, who is also the Society of
Prof'essional Joumalists director
of region 5, rvhich enconrpasses
much of the Northem Midwest.
said there's nothing wrcng with
it is
Kalven's qpe of reponingsimilar to citilcn joumalism, but
often can blur thc news-gathering
lrne.
"There's a difference when
there dc these other people who
want to wrap themselves in thc
journalism
being
skirts
of
reporters and they're x'riting frrr
thernsclves," Roth said.
Despite the criticism Kal\cn
has received for what some call
biased reporting, he continues k)
believe it's possible to care Passionately about human rigllts,
your city and your neighborhood,
while still being a rigorous;ournalist. He said the readers can
judge for themselves the integrity
ofthe reporting.
"l am someone who is trying to
combat whal I regard as serious
human rights violations by various means," Kalven said. "l don't
think thejoumalism is impeached
by the fact I have these other
roles. You have to read it and
judge it, challenge it and look fbr
soft spots like you would anY
other reponing."
Kalven has been invited lo
speak obout his fiory 4l Colunbiu
Tuesduy OcL I0 aI 6 p.m. in @m
219 of the 33 E. Congress PkwY.
building.
jweil@)chronicIemaiLcon

much like [this one]."
Hirscb said this evolution of
mixing classical and modern
enrities might help break the
stereotype of what an orchestra
really can do.
"There's a lot of things like
lthis] that are going on in thc
orchestral world that are all a
part ofthe process oftranslbrming the orchestra from its muscum-like lgth centurY qualrtY
into a much more dynamic, rclensemb le,"
evant pgriorming
Hirsch said.
ar i gg i o(ltc hroh i c I em a i l. c o n

